SERMON 


PREACHED 


In the CHUR CH of St. Andrew, 
PLYMOUTH, 


AI TRE 


'Archdeacon' s Viſitation, 


June 1, 1750. 


By THOMAS VIVIAN, Vicar of C:rn- 
wood, DEV ON. 


I have ſet Watchmen upon thy Wall, O Jeruſa- 
lem, which ſhall never hold their Peace Day or 
Night: Ye that make mention of the Lord keep 
not ſilence and give him no Reſt, till he eſi bi ſh, 
and till he make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth 
Haiah, Ix. 2, 6, 7. 
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RE IE ALE 
To the Reverend 


MR. GEORGE BAK ER, 


Archdeacon of Tor NEsSsS. 


And the other Rev. Miniſters before 


whom this Sermon was preached. 


Reverend Sirs, 


BEG leave to preſent you a very 
plain Diſcourſe, upon a very impor- 
tant Subject Which the earneſt 
Requeſts, nnd repeated Sollicitations of 
many of thoſe that heard it, have at 


length prevailed upon me to make pub- 
blick. 


I hope you will not, becauſe of the 
artleſs unatorned Manner in which it 
is wrote, look upon me, as undertaking 
to dictate to thoſe, from whom, as it is 
my Duty, I ſhould be glad to learn. 
M View was to deliver my own Soul, 
by uſmg the Opportunity my Office Jup- 

plie 


CS 


plied me with, 0 F ſpeaking ſome neceſ- 


[ary Points 5 and freely. 


That the God of all Grace may deep- 
ty imprint upon all our Hearts, theſe, 
and the like Conſtderations, fo as to ena- 
ble us to live and act ſuitable to them, 
is the earneſt Prayer, of 


Your affectionate Brother, 


And Servant for Chriſt's Sake, 


THOMAS VIVIAN. 


Cornwood, Dec. 27th, 
1750. 
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JOHN x 17. 


Feſus ſaith unto him, Feed my Sheep. 


HE particular Solemnity, with which our 

bleſſed Lord commits to St, Peter in this 

Place, the important Truſt of feeding his 

Flock, is one of thoſe Arguments upon 

wh'ch the Payilts build the Authority of the Church, 
and the univerſal Supremacy of its Head. 

But beſides the 2 Difficulty (or rather Impoſſi- 
bility) they lie under, of proving that St. Peter was 
ever Biſhop of Rome, or if he was, that his Autho- 
rity was to deſcend in its full Latitude to all his Suc- 
geſſors.—It does not appear from this (nor indeed 
any other) Paſſage, that he had any extraordinary 
Commiſſion or Authority above the other Apoſtles : 
This being no more than a ſolemn Confirmation of 
the Charge before committed to them all *. 

We ſhould therefore conlider theſe Words as not 
belonging to him only, or to all the Apoſtles, but 
as Wu 34/8 to every Miniſter of Chriſt. Every one, 
to whom is committed the Care of Souls, may con- 
ſider the Lord Jeſus thus ſpeaking to him: Feed my 
Lambs: Feed my Sheep : Feed my Sheep. Words, 
which as they ſhould ſtrike us with a reverential 
Awe, on account of the Perſon. who ſpeaks them, 


ty ſhould they employ our deepMeditation on account: 


of their extenſive Senſe, as including whatſoever 


A 3 belongs: 
1 Mat. xxvili. 19. ah 
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(6) 
belongs to the paſioral Charge. And which We 
therefore, my Brethren, ought with Fear and Trem- 
bling to conſider, fince ſo much depends upon our 
underſtanding and obeying them ; the Salvation of 
our own Souls, and, in a great meaſure, that of thoſe 
that are committed to us; whoſe Blood will be re- 

uired at our Hands, if they periſh thro” our ill Con- 
duc or Neglect. 

It will therefore, I apprehend, be very ſuitable 
both to the End of our preſent aſſembling, and to the 
Office I bear *, to call to your Remembrance your 
great and important Truſt. But this being a Subject 
very copious and extenſive, I ſhall inſiſt only upon 
ſuch Particulars, as are either moſt important in 
themſelves, or moſt frequently neglected; and that 
under the following Heads. | 


I. The neceſſary Qualifications of thoſe that are 
to be admitted to the Miniſtry. 


IT. The particular Duties belonging to the Office. 
III. An exemplary Life and Converſation. 
I ſhall, laſtly, apply what has been ſaid. 


J. With regard to the firſt of theſe, it is above all 
Things neceſſary, that he that is admitted to the Mi- 
niſtry, be himſelf a Child of Cod. | 

By being a Child of God, I do not mean only that 
he be baptized, or even that his Life be free from 
groſs Corruptions ; this is but a ſmall Part of what 
is included in the Scripture Phraſes, Born again Þ, 
Begotten of Cod f. | 

To be entitled to theſe high Appellations it is 
neceſſary, that he be one that has been deeply con- 
vinced of ſin » That he has ſcen and felt the Cor- 
ruptions of his own Heart, as well as the Irregula- 
rities of his Life; one, who pierced with a holy 

Grief 
* As rural Dean, + John iii. 3. {1 John v. 18 


1 

Grief and penitential Sorrow, deſpairing to be ſav- 
ed by his own Righteouſneſs, and directed by the 
Light of the Goſpel, hes ſought the Lamb of God, 
and in him found Reſt to his weary heavy laden 
Soul: Who being juſtified by Faith has Peace 
with God, || having received the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, whereby he can now cry, Abba Father. 
The Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs with his Spirit 
that he is a Child of God f. 

He muſt be one, who as a farther Evidence of his 
Intereſt in Chriſt, has the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
Seience t, void of Offence towards Cod and towards 
Man . Who experiences the Power of Sin gradu- 
ally declining in him, and can rejoice in being tran- 
Nated from Darkneſs into Light a, from the Bon- 
dage of Corruption into the g/orious Liberty of the 
Sons of God d; and can truly ſay that he (his for- 
mer ſelf) no longer lives, but Chriſt liveth in him; 
and the Life which he now liveth in the Fleſh, he 
liveth by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved 
him, and gave himſelf for him c. Who, by that 
Faith which is of the Operaticn of Cod d, hath in 
ſome degree at leaſt, overcome the World e, mor- 
tified his Members that are upon the Earth f, and 
trod down Satan under his Feet g. 

One, who (finally) having the Love of God ſhed 
abroad in his Heart h, rejoices to draw near unto 
his heavenly Father, in his appointed Ways ; and de- 
lights in Prayer and Praiſe, and holy Meditation, 
Duties for which before he had no reliſh ; but now 
his Heart being enlarged, he can gladly run the 
Way of God's Commandments i, which are no 
longer grievous k. He hath learned to love all Men, 
to be meek and lowly in Heart |, and is warmed with 


a pru- 


|| Rom. v. 1. 1 Rom. viii. 15, 16. 4 2 Cor. i. 
12. \ Ads xxiv. 16. 2 1 Pet. ii. 9. b Kom. viii, 
21. Cal. ii. 20. d Gal. ii. 12. e I John v. 4. 
Col. iii. 5. 8 Rom. xvi. 20. h Non. vill. 5. i P/, 
CXIX» 32. Kk 1 Johnv. 3. 1 Mat. xi. 29. 
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a prudent Zeal for the Glory of God and the Salvati- 
on of immortal Souls ; ſeeking continually by a pure 
Heart, to draw nearer and nearer to the Meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt &. 

Theſe are the Marks and Characters which the 
Scripture (the only ſure Rule) gives us of a Chi/d 
of God. And whatſoever is thus born of God, and 
conformed to the Image of his Son F, hath in him- 
ſelf one of the moſt neceſſary Qualifications of a ſuc- 
ceſsful Diſpenſer of the Goſpel of Chriſt : But with- 
out this no Man (whatever his other Qualifications 
be) will be a4/e, nor indeed willing, faithfully to 
diſcharge this important Truſt. 

He will not be able for want of Knowledge ; for 
the natural Man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned . They are Mylte- 
ries made known to thoſe only that love and fear the 
Lord, and have thereby their Underſtanding enligh- 
ten d. So that be a Man ever ſo learned, though he 
be thoroughly acquainted with Books ; yet if he be 
a ſtranger to the Power of Codlineſs in his own Soul 
—The Scriptures (with regard to their /p;rituul 
Senſe, whereby they become the Means of Sprr:t 
and Life 1) will ſtill be a dead Letter to him, wrap'd 
up in Clouds and thick Darkneſs. 

If any one does not conceive how this can be, it 
may be made more intelligible by obſerving that this 
is the Caſe in other Things. Different Books, and 
different Converſation, ſuit different Perſons, and 
what appears charming and inſtructive to one, is dull 
and diſagreeable to another. The Reaſon of which 
is this : In order to pleaſe and profit, there mult not 
only be a real Worth in the Object itſelf, but a car- 
reſpondent Suitableneſs in the Receiver. For want 
of this, Muſick ſeems harſh to a bad Ear, and the 
finelt Thread of Reaſoning appears Nonſenſe to 
the unlearned. Juſt ſo in the preſent Caſe, he 

that 


* Eph.iv. 13. f Rom. viii. 29+ { I Core ii. 14. 
I John vi, 63. 5 
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that hath not his Senſes exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual 

; 5 Things, (tho' he may be very knowing and quick 
| of Apprehenſion in other Matters) for want of this 

Diſcernment, and a correſpondent Experience in his 

| own Soul, will either form wrong Notions, or have 

| no Conception of many Goſpel Truths, which are 
; plain even to a babe in Chriſt, 

And as ſuch a Perſon cannot underſtand the Word 
of God, ſo neither will he be able to judge of the 
State of thoſe Souls who defire his Advice and Di- 
rection. A poor Phyſician indeed, that neither 
knows the Powers and Qualities of the Medicines he 
is to uſe, nor the Nature of the Diſeaſes he is to 

cure. 
If one come to him weary and heavy laden with 
the Burden of his Sins, in whom the Arrows of the 
4 Lord ſtick faſt, and his Hand preſſeth him ſore *; 

5 Whoſe Lamentation is, G wretched Man that I am, 
1 who ſhall deliver me from this Rody of Death ? 
, # Who enquires what muſt J do to be /aved | f— 
| 1 Notwithſtanding theſe are the Scripture Marks of an 
/ * awakened Conſcience, convinced of Sin by the Pow- 
| 


; er of the Holy Ghoſt ; yet inſtead of pointing out to 
ſuch an one the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
F Sins of the World, the Advocate with the Father 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who is the Propiti a- 
tion for our ſins\|, Being himſelf a ſtranger to 
any ſuch Convictions, he will in all probability 
think him mad, and at beſt recommend trifling Com- 
pany, and idle Amuſements; ſo to baniſh thoſe 
ſerious Thoughts, and ſtifle the Work of God in 
its Beginning, - 

If a Believer deſires to be more clearly inſtructed 
in the Nature of ſaving Faith, to have ſome doubts 
and Difficulties removed, and receive farther Light 
relating to the Scripture Marks of our new Birth— 
How can ke teach others, who at beſt can have but 

very 


Hal. xxviii. 2. + Rez. vii 24. f Act, xvi. 
30. || John i. 29. 
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very confuſed Notions of theſe things himſelf? A 
Believer might ſay, we ſpeak that we do know, 
and teſlify that we have ſeen : But another hath 
neither known nor ſeen ; how then can he ſpeak ? 
it is more probable that making his own * roy we 
(or rather his no Experience) the Standard inſtead 
of God's Word, he will turn the Lame out of the 
Way. Tho' we are commanded to examine curſelves 
whether we be in the Faith, (ince Believers (ſuch 
as are not reprobate or rity ee may know that 
Jeſus Chriſt is in them \ He will probably main- 
tain that ſuch a Trial is in vain and fruitleſs, and that 
we cannot know that Chriſt dwells in us by his Spi- 
rit, or we in him by Faith. 

So unable will he be to deal with Souls in private, 
and his publick Performances mult be ſaitable 
«© Cold and lifeleſs (as that great and good Man 
Archbiſhop Leighton obſerves) “ tho? never ſo fine 
« and well contrived muſt thoſe Diſcourſes be that 
«« are of an unknown Chriſt.” And therefore (as 
he farther ſarther ſpeaks) “ As a due Furniture of 
Learning is very requiſite for this Employment, ſo 
« it is not ſufficient. When one is duly enriched 
« that Way, there is yet one Thing wanting that 
«« grows not in Schools. Except this infu/ed Wi/- 
© dom from above, ſeaſon and ſanctify all other En- 
% dowments, they remain common and unholy, 
© and therefore not fit for the Sanctuary 4.“ 

Nor will he that is a ſtranger to the Power of God- 
lieſs in his own Soul, be more willing, than able, 
to promote the Salvation of others, We cannot 


have a true Zeal for God's Glory, till his Love js 


ſhed abroad in our Hearts || ; nor ſhall we be hear- 
ty in preſſing others to be united to 7% Chriſt, till 
we are ourſelves partakers of that Redemption that 
is through Faith in his Blood , at leaſt till we are 
ſo deeply convinced of the Neceſlity of obtaining 

this 


* 1 John ii. 1. { John iii. 11. 2 Cor. Xill. 5. 
+ Ser. I. || Rom. v. 5. Þ Rom. ili. 25. 
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this invaluable Privilege, as to ſeek and deſire it in- 
finitely above all earthly things. Till then a Man 
can have little hopes of Succeſs in the Miniſtry; nor 
indeed, will he much expect or deſire it. For being 
himſelf not eſcaped from the Power of Sin, nor e- 
ven heartily — to b ſo ; but remaining in a 
{tate of Bondage to him that. worketh in the Chil. 
dren of Diſobedience * He will not—cannnot 
ſincerely oppoſe, but rather (as much as decently he 
may) promote his Maſter's Kingdom : eſpecially by 
deluding Souls into a falſe Reſt, /aying, Peace, 
Peace, when there is no Peace\, not like a true 
Watchman awakeing, but lulling Men aſleep. 

And with regard to that part of his Duty which he 
is obliged to, how tedious will it be ? How heart- 
!eſs muſt he be in it, when he is not filled with Love 
to him he ſerves? How will the painful Work be 
hurried over? At firſt, perhaps, ſome faint Deſires 
of doing Good (if not a worſe Motive, Novelty, or 
4 vain Deſire to pleaſe Men) may cauſe a little Care 
and Diligence ; but diſappointed of Succeſs (the Cauſe 
of which he does not ſuſpect to be in himſelf) how 
tired will he grow even of this poor Cura Animas 
rum Þ, and glad (if it may be ſo) to be entirely 


excuſed, and leave the painful Drudgery to others. 


2. A ſecond neceſſary Qualification for the Mini- 
ſtry is, that we be properly called to it. 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel are by the Apoſtle 


called Ambaſſadors 4. They are ſent forth to pro- 


claim the glad Tydings of Salvation to Sinners, 
and to pray them in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled 
to God |). 

Now the Authority of an Ambaſſador depends 
upon his being commiſſioned by his Maſter, and fent 
forth in his Name: without which he dare not 
take upon him the Office. 

Accordingly we find the firſt Preachers of the 

Goſpel 


* Eph. ii. 2. {\ Fer. vi. 14. + Care of Souls. 
+ 2 Cor. v. 209, || 104%. 


. 


Goſpel referring to the Divine Appointment, as 
that which both authori/ed and obliged them to 
undertake the Miniſtry. J Di/pen/ation of the 
Coſpel is committed to me + Pang Sr. Paul, and 
by whom? Not by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and God the Father, who raiſed him from the 
dead“. Apreeable to which are our Lords own 
Words: Ye have not choſen me, but I have cho- 
ſen you ||. And it is the (ſtanding Rule, No Man 
taketh this honour to himſelf, but he that is cal. 
led of God, as was Aaron . 

On the other Hand, the Want of being called of 
God, is one of the diſtinguiſhing Marks of falſe 
Prophets: I have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they 
ran, I have not ſpoken to them, yet they Prophe- 
fied . And the puniſhment of their Crimes is, 
By Sword and Famine ſhall theſe Prophets be 
conſumed ©. | 

And if any one imagine that there is not now 
the ſame neceſſity of being thus called of God, 
that there was in former Ages, the Wiſdom of our 
own Church will teach him better ; the firſt Queſti- 
on put to thoſe that are to be ordained being this, 
Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved by the 
«© Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office and Mi- 
c“ niltration = ? ” Plainly implying that the Motion 
mult come from God himſelf ; without which the 
being ſent forth by the Governors of the Church 
(they not beitig able to know the Heart, and in this 
Caſe being impoſed upon by falſe Pretences) cannot 
give ſufficient Authority in the Sight of God. And 
therefore if we have not this internal, as well as an 
external Call, we ſhall (till be, by him conſidered, 


as Thieves and Robbers, that entered not by the 


Door (i. e. Chriſt) into the Sheepfold, but climbed 
up ſome other way I. 


The 


+ 1 Cor. ix. 17. Cal. i. 1. || John xv. 16. 
} Heb, v. 4. Jer. xxiii. 21. Jer. xiv. 15. 2 Or- 
dination of Deacons. + John x. 7. Þ John x. I. 


1 


18 The only Difficulty is, what we are to underſtand 
0 | by being called of God, and moved by the Holy 
be 5 Ghoſt ; and how are we to judge whether we are 
d thus called or not? But even here, had not others 
= erred before us, it would be much eaſier for a ſin- 
e | cere Heart, that is taught of God the Knowledge of 
n 3 ſpiritual Things, to hit, than miſs the Truth. | 
» : Theſe Expreſſions certainly imply, at leaſt, an in» 
1 3 ward Perſuaſion {not ariſing from any external Views 
2 4 and Conſiderations) and a clear and ſtrong Convicti- 
þ on (ſometimes in Oppoſition to other Determinati- 
>F 4 ons and a former Bent) that it is God's Will we 
e 4 ſhould take upon us the Miniftry : which Perſuaſion 
y I is not a groundleſs enthuſiaſtical Imagination, but at- 
- tended with ſuch other Circumſtances and Reaſons, 
, = as altogether are ſufficient to convince ourſelves and 
2 q others too (that are candid and impartial) of the 
4 Reality of our Call. I mean, a good Meaſure of thofe 
a '$ other Qualifications, which are either neceſſary or 
C 4 expedient, for thoſe that take upon them this moſt 
* ſolema and important Truſt. 
3 Y 3. Theſe are, a good Underſtanding and ſound 
7, q Judgment ; eſpecially, a Diſcernment in fpiritual 
e 4 things, founded upon Experience, and ſenſible Knows 
4 ledge of the Things of which we ſpeak: A Heart 
= 4 filled with Zeal for God, and the Salvation of Souls; 
0 a Deſire to ſpend and to be ſpent \ in the Service 
h which we ſeek, not for the 1 8 but for the 
0 Work's ſake: And a Converſation ſuitable, holy and 
* harmleſs, and abounding in the Work: of the Lord ||, 
4 and the Labour off Love “. 
ia To theſe we may add, as highly expedient, a ge- 4 


43 neral Knowledge of Men and Things ; a competent 
< HO Share of human Learning, and a free Elocution; of 
1 which, the more a Miniſter has the better, provided 

they be ſanctified by Grace, and made ſubſervient to 
worthy Ends, otherwiſe they will be of no Uſe, nay 
will rather be very hurtful : As they will diſpoſe us 
B to 


92 Cor. xii, 15. || x Cor. xv. 58. * x 75/ i. 3. 


feed the Flock of 


4 18 3 


to be ravenous Wolves, rather than faithful Shep- 
herds; incline and uy us to devour, rather than 


hriſt. 

If we come to the Miniſtry with theſe Qualiſica- 
tions, we ſhall find ſome Pleaſure even in the hard- 
eſt Part of it, We ſhall reap ſome Comfort even 
while we ſow the ſeed, and have the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons to hope to ſee of the travel of our foul, if 
thus prepared, and looking continually unto God, 
from whom is all our Sufficiency, we conſcientiouſly 
{trive to diſchacge the particular Duties belonging 
to our Office, What theſe are, comes in the ſe- 
cond Place to be eonſidered. And, 

1. The moſt uſual Means of awaling Sinners, 
as weil as of building % Believers, is the preaching 
of the Word. 

This is that Sword of the Spirit + which i. 
quick and powerful, piercing even to the dividin 
aſ/under of Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints 
and Marrow g. When rightly managed it ſeparateth 
between a Sinner and his moſt beloved Luſts, di- 
vorces him from that which was as dear as his right 
Eye, brings him off from every Idol to /erve the 
l{:ving and true Cod, and ſeek above all Things the 
Redemption that is in 7% Chriſt. 

But the preaching of the Goſpel becomes thus the 
Power of Cod unto Salvation *, not by any Virtue 
ur Efficacy in itfelf, but only as it is a Means God 
uſes to this End: The Letter itſelf protiteth nothirg, 
It i: the Spirit that quickneth\ ; upon whoſe Ope- 
raten therefore we are to depend, as he that in this 
Cle worketh all in all, 

However, tho* the Means have no Sr fficiency in 
themiſelves, yet ought they to be proper and ſuitable 
to the End propoſed : And therefore our Preaching 
thould not be with enticing Words of Man's Wi 
em j| (which would be corrupting the Word of 

God 


4 Ff. vi. 17. ] Hel, iv. 12. em, i. 16. 
Ju vi. 63. r Cor. ii. 4. 
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God) \ but in great Simplicity and Plainneſs of 
Speech opening the Myſteries of Godlineſs, and the 
Methods of Grace, and enforcing and applying the 
{ame in ſuch a manner, as a full and zealous Heart 
will readily ſupgelt. But eſpecially depending upon 
Almighty God to make all effectual, by the Demon. 
ſbration of the Spirit ||, enlightening the Under- 
ſtanding to receive, and inclining the Heart to em- 
brace thy important Truths. 

And let us always take Care that our Diſcourſes be 
ſich as become Go/pel Preachers, carefully avoid- 
ing thoſe vague and looſe Strains of «ncriptural 
Divinity, of which we have too many lnltances e- 
ven among(t the Writers of Credit in the preſent 
Age: Who confound Law and CGo/pe! together, 
making ſuch Medly of heathen Morality, and Chri- 
(tian Doctrines, as perplex the Hearers. Theſe by 
their ſlight manner of paſſing over the molt impor- 
tant Points, have (whether they intended it or not) 
cauſed many to look upon Chriſtianity itſelf, as little 
more than a refined Syſtem of moral Philoſophy. 
To avoid this, the Doctrines p-culiarly ev zugeli- 
cal ſhould be clearly opened and ſtrongly euforced, 
eſpecially in the following Particulars. 

As R:p:ntance towards God muſt proceed ſaving 
Faith in our Lerd J:ſus Chriſt f, as Men muſt be 
made ſenſible of their wretched fallen State before 
they will be inclined to look out for a Remedy 
In awak-ning them to a Senſe of their ſinſul State, 
The Ax mul be laid to the Roct cf the Tree F. We 
mult not only ſo preach the Law, that Men may there- 
by diſcover the Irregularities of their Lives, their 
outward actual Sins but, according to our Lord's 
Example *, we muſt ſhew the Length and Breadth of 
the Law, its ſpiritual Senſe and extenſive Meaning, 
that Men may ſee how utterly they age polluted, that 
even their Mind and Cenſcience is deſiled J. That 

B 2 when 
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when their Hands are innocent they offend in Word, 
and even in Thought; by the Adultery of the Eye, 
and the Murder of the Heart. 

And farther, the Source of all our Pollutions muſt 
be opened, our original Guilt and Sin, being by Na- 
ture born in din, and Children of Wrath ||. — A Truth 
which thoſe are uſually moſt offended with, that by 
their being thus offended, are themſelves evident 
Proofs and Examples of it. —A Truth upon which 
the whole Chriſtian Diſpenſation is founded, and ac- 
cordingly abundantly taught in the Holy Scriptures. 
And to which every Miniſter of our Church hath ſub- 


ſcribed ; declaring it to be his Perſuaſion : That o. 
«cf 


riginal Sin ſtandeth not in the following of Adam; 
as the Pelagians do vainly talk ; but it is.the Fault 
and Corruption of the Nature of every Man, that 
ce naturally is ingendered of the offspring of Adam, 
«« whereby Man is very far gone from original Righ- 
© teouſnels, and is of his own Nature inclined to 
& Evil, ſo that the Fleſh luſteth always contrary to 
ce the Spirit; and therefore in every Perſon born in- 
* to this World it deſerveth God's Wrath and Dam. 
© nation J.“ 

When by this Men are deeply wounded with a 
Senſe of Guilt, when they are convinced of Sin, and 
the fatal Conſequences of unpardoned Offences, then 
will the preaching of the Go/pe/, g/ad Tidings of 
Salvation through Chriſt, be ſeaſonable. Thoſe 
that feel their Diſeaſe will gladly liſten to the Offer 
of a Remedy. The weary and heavy laden + will 


40 
10 


be glad to hear of a Saviour, the Lamb of Cod 


that taketh away t/e Sins of the Warld “. 

Then will that great Article of Chriſtianity, Juſti— 
fication through Faith, Salvation freely offered, be 
ſweet and comfortable to thoſe who know their 
Wants, are unbottomed from Self-Confidence, and 
no longer trult to any Righteouſneſs or Power of 
their own. 


And 
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And this is the time for Miniſters to be the Meſ- 
ſengers of Peace, and bind up the broken he arted t, 
to call unto Sinners in the Words of the Prophet, 
Ho! enery one that thirſteth come to the Waters ©, 
to take up the Invitation of our Lord, Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 


| will give you Reſt, To drop into their bleeding 


Wounds that healing Balſom of the Apoſtle, We 
have an Advocate with the Father, 72 Chriſt 
the Riphtetus, and he is the Propitiation for tur 
Sins ||. And becauſe ſuch is the Greatneſs and Ex- 
cellency of Faith, that by it alone we are juſtified 
before GoD, becauſe this is the Point that chiefly 
diſtinguiſhes the Goſpel from the Law, and the Re- 
formed from the papal Churches - We ſhould be ve- 
ry careful and particular in opening the Nature of 
/aving Faith, that thoſe that hear us mry not err 


in ſo important a Point; and miſtake a cead hiſtce 

rical Faith for that which is lively and ſaving. To 

prevent which we ſhould frequently deſcribe'it by its 

Preparatives, Repentance towards Cod, deep 
Convictions of Sin, and an humbling Senſe of the 
Want of a Saviour. By its /aving Ad, receiving 
Jeſus Chriſt, as he is offered in the Goſpel, as our 
Wiſdom, Righteonſneſs," Sattification, and Re- 
d:mption, r, caſting ourſelves upon him, und cleav- 
ing unto him with our whole Heart, and by its Cf. 


fects Mithin the Believer Peace, Love, and Foy 


in the Holy Ghoſt*, and in his Conduct, dying 
unto Sin and living unto Righteouſnefe, - 
When St. Paul preached theſe Doctrines of Grace, 
ſome men ſtarted that Objection which ſince hath + 
been very common, do we not make void the Law 
thro' Faith Imagining that if by the Works of 
the Law no Man ſhall be juſtified \, if the forſak- 
ing Sin, and doing good Works, cannot procure 
B 3 For- 
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(1) 
Forgiveneſs, then they might as well ſit ſtill, and 
that now there was no Place for good Works, nor 
any need of them. 

He that knoweth by Experience what Faith is, 
will hardly be tempted to entertain ſuch a vain 
Thought, but to prevent the Cavil altogether it 
will be needful to explain the Uſe and Neceſſity of 
good Works, ac u , their proper Place and order 
according to the excellent Pattern ſet us in the 12th 
and 13th Articles of our Church 

Indeed the Generality of Preachers are not ſo de- 
fecti ve in enforcing the neceſſity of moral duties, 
but too many in doing this, do as it were, ſhoot 
at random. Calling Men to the Practice of good 
Works, but not teaching to what end: whether 
in order to be juſtified (by them, which is the 
doctrine of the Church of Rome, if it be not too 


groſs even for them) or as the proper and necef- 


ſary Fruits of Faith in them that are juſtified, as is 
taught by our own, and the reformed Churches in 
general. 

In explaining this point, therefore, we ſhould 
be cautious on the one Hand, to ſhew the utter 
Inſufficiency of our beſt Works to Juſtification, and 
yet on the other, to prove that the Law u holy and 
Juſt, and good || if a man uſe It lawfully , and uſe- 
ful for different Ends, according to the different 
Circumſtances of the Hearers. To the unawakened 
it is uſeful as a Schco/maſter to bring them to 
Chriſt . They being hereby check*d and humbled 
ſo as to ſee their fins, diſcover the Impoſſibility 
they lye under of being ſaved by fulfilling the Law, 
OE be convinced how neceſſary it is for them, 
(being ſhut up and debarred from every other Me- 
thod of fleeing ſrom the wrath to come) to fly unto 
Fe/us to be ſaved by Grace. To thoſe that ſeek the 
Lord under Convittions of lin, the Law is a proper 
telt of the reality of their repentance, by the ot 

gar 
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gard they ſhew to its commands, and farther, it 
beats down and bruiſes them more and more by 
its rigour and threatned wrath, ſo as to make Peace, 
and — more welcome and more diligently 
ſought. To tho/e that are paſſed from death unto 
life J, tho* the Law could not juſtify their Perſons, 
yet of no their Faith, by ſhewing it to be of the 
right ſort “, lively, working by love, and fruitful of 
good Works h. 

That our preaching may be bleſſed with Succeſs, 
it is farther neceſſary that we endeavour as much 
as poſſible, to humble the Heart of Man, by Nature 

roud, and puffed up with an Opinion of his own 
* In order to this we muſt put our Hearers 
conſtantly in mind that it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth 
Mercy F. That it is he alone that worketh in us 
both to will and to do 1: That we cannot call Jeſus 
Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt || : That it is he that en- 
lightneth our underſtanding, to ſee our wants when 
lolt in Darkne/%5 and the ſhadow of death N: That 
Faith whereby we are ſaved is his Gift: That it is 
he that guickneth us when dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins * Takes off the load of guilt, and by his 
Holy Inſpiration ſanctiſies our ſouls, ſo as to render 
them 2eet to be partaker: of the Inheritance of the 
ſaints in light F. And gives us here the Seal and 
E arneſ! of that Inheritance in cur Hearts . 

To what has been ſaid on this point, I ſhall on- 
ly add, that it were much to be wiſhed the Pattern 
we copy after were chiefly the holy Scriptures, and 
that not only in the Doctrines themſelves, but alſo 
in the Expreſſions in which they are delivered. A. 
dapting ſpiritual Words to ſpiritual Things H, 


uſing 


T1 Johniii, 14. * Fides ſila juſlificat, ſed f des 
que ſola non juſtificat. \ Gal. v. b. Þ Rom. ix. 
16. f Phil. ii. || 1 Cor. xii. 3. V Job xxviii. 
3. ** Fph.ii.l. F Col. i. 12. f 2 Cor. i. 22. 
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vſing thoſe Phraſes which the Holy C hoſt teacherth 
as moſt expreſſive of his meaning. This caution is 
the more neceſſary becauſe ſome Men ſeem aſnam · 
ed of Scripture words, and put others in their Stead, 
as more modiſh, tho* far leſs proper and ex- 
preſſive. For inſtance, the change wrought in Belie- 


we 

! vers, is in the Scriptures called, being born e Ge 
111181 God, | and renewed in the Spirit cf our I 

"wh by Juſtification 4 7. e. Forgiveneſs of Sins and Sanc- as 

IAI tification, i. e. inward Holineſs, thro* the Grace » W 

14 God *, and the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt t and m 

It the manner of his Operation is expreſſed by Inſpi- t. 

| ration q, quickning ||, enlightning in purify ing! Tt. u 

But by many theſe Words are entirel + [D4g 1 

which gives great Reaſon to * that the Thing t 

ſignified by them is not believed. And the weak | 1 

flat expreſſions put in their ſtead, ſuch as being re- 1 

formed, become good, &c. as well as the ambigue - 

{ 


ous Phraſes of ſincere Endeavours and good Reſo- 
lutions, mentioned by ſome as Terms of Accep- 
fance ; are ſtrong Arguments that their Notions 
as well as their Words are unſcriptural : 

2. Beſides that which is peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 
by the Name of Preaching, another Method of 
Inſtruction is expounding the Scriptures. 

The written word of God being the only infalli- 
ble Rule of Faith and Practice, it Would be the 
conſtant Endeavour of Miniſters to make it as clear 
i and intelligible” as poſſible. That Men may judge 
"mh for themſelves, ſee, and know what foundation 
10 they reſt on, and be able to give a reaſon of the 
wt hope that is in them f. 

1 By Preaching we explain and apply ſome parti- 
by cular points, ſuch as appear moſt ſuitable to the 
ik Circumſtances of thoſe to whom we ſpeak: Which 


is 
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heth is as it were, drawing forth ſtreams to refreſh and 

on is fertilize their Hearts. By plain and apt Expoſition, 

1 we open the fountain itſelf, and have thereby as 
* 


roper an Opportunity to give Light, as by the o- 
— 9 awaken and give Heat: Tho' even here 


elie- we may by ſhort and pertinent Digreſſions, apply 
- 7 General Truths to particular wants. 

u, This method of teaching our Lord himſelf uſed, 
_y as is recorded Luke iv. 17. And in his Diſcourſe 


with the two Diſciples going to Emmaus . In this 


and manner Philip opened the Scripture to the Eunuch 
/pi- Þ . Andif we may judge of the manner of teaching 
t. 3 uſed by ſome of the Fathers, by thoſe diſcourſes 
pt, that remain, it was chiefly expounding the Scrip- 
ing © tures. And in this the Miniſters of the two Churches 
eak | in this place, have ſet us a good Example, by their 
42 Expoſition of the Epiſtle and Goſpel on Holy - days, 
Zu- by which they have an Opportunity of opening thoſe 
70. choſen Parts of Scripture, and at the ſame time ex- 
/ plaining the right uſe of the Feſtivals. If we have 
78 the matter at heart we may take the ſame or more 
frequent Opportunities (according to the circum- 
ed {tances and employments of thoſe that are commit» 
of ted to our care) of opening theſe and other Scrip- 
: tures, ſo as to make them be more effe ctually what 
li- they were deſigned for; Light to them that ſit in 
he darkneſs, food to the hungry, and refreſhment to 
ar the weary Soul. 
ge 3. The two Methods of Inſtruction already men- 
» tioned are of a more general Nature. But we mult 
e 


endeavour in our Applications to be as particular as 
is pothible, and is conſiſtent with Prudence. To 
this end occaſional E xhortion might be uſeful, by 
which I mean a free Addreſs ſuited to particular Per- 

ſons and Seaſons. 
Sometimes our Hearers may be chiefly Believers, 
at leaſt ſuch as are really Concerned about Sal vati- 
on, 


* Luke xxiv. 27. |} Ads vili. 35. Origen 
Baſil, Auguſtin, $ 
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on. At others, (I fear moſt commonly) they may 
be ſuch as have the Form of Godlineſs, but deny 
the power thereof +, or perhaps have neither Form 
nor Power ; to theſe different Perſons therefore, we 
ſhould uſe a different Exhortation. 

There are again particular Times, at which we 
may catch the Opportunity and ſpeak a word in | 
L . *, ſuch as the Celebration of Bapt½n, 
and Preparation for the Lord"s Supper. When we 
may point out the abuſes of theſe lolemn Ordinan- | 
ces, obſerve the impiety of ſuch abuſes, and ſhew | 
che right uſe and improvement of them. Beſides 
theſe the burial of the dead, and Jays of Faſting 
or rejoicing ; all ſupply Opportunities, which a F 
well diſpoſed Mind will gladly embrace, of ſpeak- 
ing a few ſuitable Words, and faſ/zing a Nail in 
a ſure place . 

4. Theſe Parts of our Miniſtry ate of a publick 
Nature: But it is the duty of good Shepherds, 
not only to watch over their own Flock in general, 
but every Sheep in particular, and carefully to ſup- 
ply their wants. This ſhews the Neceſſity of private 
Viſitation, “ and that not only to the ſick, but 
4% to the whole ||, ſince thoſe that are whole in 
« body may be tick in Soul, and therefore want 
« our help as much as the others.” 

And this is as important, and perhaps as difficult 
as any part of the miniſterial Office, and requires as 
great a Meaſure both of boldneſs and dilcretion. 

To ſeek and find thoſe that are %, to bring 
back thoſe that are going aſtray, to ſearch for 
thoſe that begin to — from their Sleep of lin, 
and encourage them; to find them that need Com- 
fort, and adminifter it; to ſhew the Terrors of the 
Lord to the Impenitent in private Converſation, 
with ſo much clearneſs and boldneſs, as to deliver 
our own Souls, and yet ſo mildly as not to lay a 
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ſtumbling Block in the way; to pull off the Maſl 
from the Self-deceiver, ſo as to convince him of 
his Hyprocriſy, and the Deceitfulneſs of his own 
heart ; ſhew him his guilt and loſt Eſtate clearly, 
and yet ſo tenderly, as that he may not be tempted 
to deſpair, nor turn and rent you thro” Indignation 
to enter into an houſe where your Company (at leaſt 


| ſuch a Subject as you come with) is diſagreeable, 


ou open your Meſſage as both to make a 
3 2 excite a Deſire of hearing 
you again, to renew the ſame Attempt with 
coutage, after 4 ＋ diſappointments and little 
or no Succeſs — Hic labor hoc opus eſt - 
This is properly ſpeaking the care of Souls, this 
is to watch as thoſe that muſt give Account f. 
Theſe Things, ſo difficult, and yet ſo indeſpenl- 
ably our duty, are enough to make us all cry out 
—Who is Sufficient for theſe Things * ? 

But that we faint not, let us remember that our 
Su fficiency is of God . Who, if there be a 1 
ing Mind, will both accept and improve it, if 
we be not unfaithſul, nor negle@ to (tir vp the 
Gift if Cod that is already in us\. 1 

It would be an excellent Improvement of this 
Article of private Viſitation, if we not only 
watched over thoſe that are committed to us our- 
ſelves, but put them in a way of being uſeful to 
one another : By watching over each. other in 
love. Obſerving each others Conduct, and by mu- 
tual Reproof and Advice, and aſſembling toge- 
ther for religions Conference, 8 up each 
other in their moſt- holy Faith ||, and admoniſh- 
ing ene another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
Jpiritual Songs, according to the Apoſtle's Directi- 
ons 4. 

* encourage one another in Wickedneſs by 
frequently meeting together, and by e 


+ Heb. xiii, 17. 2 Cor. ii. 16. Þ 2 Cor. ĩii. 5, 
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finging lewdly and N And why may not 
the Servants of God inſtruct, encourage, and warn 
eech other by pious Diſcourſe, while a mutual 
Declaration of their Soul's State might ſupply Mat- 
ter, and give each an Opportunity of ſeeing and 
knowing his own heart more clearly? By this 
means too, they would be enabled moſt profitably 
and effectually to comply with that other Rule, of | 
confe ſing their faults one to another, and pray - 
ing one for another, that they may be healed +. 
At the ſame time that they joined their Hearts and 
Voices together, in the heavenly Employment of i 
praiſing God. 
And indecd whenever any conſiderable Work of 
Grace is wrought in many Hearts, they will natu- 
rally unite together. Thus the Prophet Malachi 
ſpeaking of thoſe that ſeared the Lord in his 
Time, ſays that they ſpoke often one to another, 
And how acceptable was this to God? They ſhall 
be mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts, in that Day | 
when I make 7 my 2 . In the ſame man- 
ner we find the firſt Believers frequently aſſembled 
for mutual converſe, Prayer and Praiſe, tho' Satan | 


then (as he always will) was ſtirring up his Servants Wl 


to deprive them of theſe bleſſed Opportunities. 
By this Means a ſtrict Union is maintained be- 
twixt the Members of Chrilt's Body, which other- 
wiſe would be as it were disjointed, and have no 
Connection one with another. By this means, when 
at home and in private, Men are uſed to talk of 
the Things of God, and encourage each other 
whatever good Impreſſion is made by publick diſ- 
courſes or otherwiſe is renewed, and the Effect not 
hindred by the cares of the World and other Temp- 
tations; whereas otherwiſe, Men are apt to be for- 
getful Hearers of the Word, and nat doers, like 
unto a Man beholding his natural Face in a Glaſs: 
For thu* they behold themſelves, i. e. ſee their 


Own 
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( 25 ) 
own State deſeribed exactly, yet they go their way, 
and [lraightway forget what manner of Men they 
were f. 
5 moſt regular, and on many Accounts, the 
moſt deſirable Method of doing this, would be con- 
ſtant and devout Family Worſhip, when every Maſ- 
ter of a Family led the Way of making his Houſe a 
Houſe of Prayer and affectionate Praiſe, and ſearch- 
ed into the State of every Soul under his Roof, But 
when either he or his Family, have no real deep 
concern about Salvation, this cannot be dne but 
in a dead formal manner, doing Honour unto Cod 
with their Lips, white their Heart is ſar ſrom him. 
And therefore thoſe that have clear Convidtion» of 
Sin, or have taſed the geo word of God, and the 
Powers of the world to come t, will noturally ſeek 
for others whoſe Experiences reſembles their own, 
to converſe, and pray,' and praiſe the Lord together. 
5. Beſides the Duty of feeding Chriſt's Sheep, 
he commands his Shepherds alſo to feed his Lambs J, 
(and which is remarkable) firſt his Lambs. Which 
as it is an Expreſſion of greater Tenderneſs, and may 
ſignify the weak and feeble Part of the Flock, and 
imply our conforming to his Example, who was 
himſelf to pather the Lambs with his Arm, and 
carry them in his boſom, and gently lead thoſe that 
arewith young || ; So it alſo may denote the younger 
part of our charge, the Care of whom is chiefly by 
Catechiſing. 
This, according to the Import of the Word itſelf, 
18 moſt effectually done by Word of mouth, Chil- 
dren being uſually yoy inattentive to /et Di/conr- 
Jes, and remembring little of what is read to them. 
herefore we mult be careful to provide Meat for 
Babes, as well as frong Meat I for Men: Adap- 
ung our inſtructions to their Capacities, and uſin 
| C 92 thoſe 
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thoſe Methods that are moſt likely to prove effec- It 
tual). - | An 

Our Church Catechiſm is an excellent Ground- V 
work to this Purpoſe, if rightly uſed and improv- pre} 
ed; but if we content ourſelves with teaching Chil- of 1 
dren to repeat it by heart, without opening the the 
Senſe and meaning of it; it will be a ſad ſign that g00 
we do not delight in the Employment, and are' not et / 
ſolicitous about the Succeſs. For by this means not 
they will reap no more benefit than if they were ſuit 


taught to repeat in a Language they do not under- 
ſtand. | 

Here therefore, muſt we eſpecially | wt Precept 
upon Precept, and Line upon Line, here a little, 
and there a little +. Teaching them the Senſe of 


what they ſay, and ſeeing that they apprehend us, a8 
by making them give pertinent Anſwers to ſuch o- D. 
ther ſhort Queſtions, relating to the ſame Matter, 
as are ſuited to their Underſtanding. To thoſe es 
that are grown up, ſome of thoſe excellent Ex- of 
poſitions that have been written may be uſeful. to 
But eſpecially muſt we ourſelves uſe indefatigable it 
Pains and Patience, And then we need not deſ- a 
— of ſeeing the Fruits of our Labours: Children th 
ing capable of greater Knowledge, and a more in 
affecting Senſe of the Things that relate to Salvati- C 
on, than thoſe that never made the Trial would t! 
expect. For tho' naturally inattentive to ſpiritual C 
Things, yet when frequently and affectionately in- y 
{tilled, they will attend and form fuch Concepti- a 
ons of what moſt concerns them, their Sinfulneſs Y 
and Wants, and the Fulneſs that is in Chriſt to ſu 
ply them, as will prepare them for being profitable \ 
t 


Heares of the Word, when Age ſhall have enlarg- 
ed their Capacities, Time will not permit me to 
dwell any longer on theſe particulars, and therefore: 
proceed to the 

III. 
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III. Third Thing we purpoſed to ſpeak of —— 
An F xemplary Life and Converſation. 

We obſerved before, that, if we come properly 
prepared to the Miniſtry, this will make the Duties 
of it eaſy and pleaſant. And we may here add, that 
the ſame Diſpoſitions will as naturally produce a 
good Life and Converſation, as a good Tyree bring- 
eth forth good Fruit“. So that ſuch an one need 
not do violence to himſelf, in order to walk in a 
ſuitable Manner. 

But to quicken us to greater Diligence, Jet us con- 
ſider, that an exemplary Life is, what we in particu- 
lar, have obliged ourſelves to, by ſolemn Promiſe 
at our Ordination This our Lord commands; this 
all Men, the bad as well as good, will expect; this, 
as we love our precious Souls, is our indiſpenſable 
Duty. 

Believers in general, and (I ſuppoſe) Miniſters 
eſpecially, are by our bleſſed Lord, called the Salt 
of the Earth. That which ſhould give Savour 
to other Things. But if the Salt it/elf have loſt 
its Savour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted \|* Te 
are the Light of the Werld t, be not yourſelves 
therefore covered with darkneſs, leſt you draw ru» 
in upon others as well as yourſelves. Ye are a 
City ſet upen a Hill , upon which all will have 
their Eyes, and nicely obſerve every part of your 
Conduct. Ye are the Shepherds, if therefore you 
yourſelves become a Prey to the devouring Lion, 
and the Sheep be thereby ſcattered, their Souls allo 
will be required at your Hands. 

IVe therefore have a double Obligation to be al- 
ways watchſul, that our Converſation be agreeable 
to our holy Calling; and to this End we vught to 
abſtain even from all appearance of evil, pro- 

viding honeſt Things, not cnly in the Sight of the 
Lord, but alſo in the Sight of Men . Some Things 
| C 2 may 


Mat. vii. 17. J Mat. v. 13. || Mat. v. 13. 
149. v. 14. fi. + Theſſ. v. 22. {2 Cor. viii. 21. 
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may be lauſul in themſelves, but for us vet ex- 
fedient , leſt we ſhould thereby offend the Weak, 
And if fo, how much more careful ought we to 
be in keeping clear of thoſe things which are real. 
ly ſinful, or naturally leading to fin ? 

There are many Things which are countenanced 
by Cuſtom, and paſs for inn:cent Amuſements, which | 
whether innocent or no are utterly unbecoming a | 
Goſpel Minſter. Of this Sort are all kinds of Cam. 
ing, ſpending hours in drinking, merry meetings, | 
trifling diſccurſe, and in general every Method of | 
idling and deltroying precious Time. 

Perhaps ſome will be apt to ſay Is a Miniſter | 
then to uſe no Diverlious? No Amuſements? To | 
deny himſelf every innocent Pleaſure ? : 

If you mean ſuch Pleaſures as are juſt now men- | 
tion'd, I ſhould be ſorry indeed to hear any af you | 
alk the queſtion, to find you ſtood in — of ſuch } 
poor things, and had nothing better to ſupply their 

lace, To ſpeak the ſofteſt, this is juſt as if grown 

en ſhould delire Children's play. Believers find 
greater Comforts and nobler Employments, which 
make them deſpiſe and diſreliſi theſe. But in Truth 
theſe things are not innocent, nor is there any excuſe 
for thoſe that uſe them: Seeing there are other 
things liable to no Exception, [afficient both for 
exerciſe of body and relaxation of mind, 

I need hardly mention groſſer Sins, ſuch as Un- 
 cleanneſ, drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, falſhood, cove- 
feouſne/s, and the like. Theſe Things ſhould not be 
once named F among us. For if we be guilty of 
any of theſe things, all Men will conclude, and our 
own Conſciences muſt confeſs, that however we 
may be called Miniſters of Chriſt, we are really Ser- 
vants of Satan, according to the general Rule, hi 
Servant, ye are to whom ye obey “. | 

2, But we mult not content ourſelves with being 
harinleſs and i noffenſive. Our calling requires ac- 

| tive 
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tive diligence and zeal. It is a Warſare t, labour- 
ing in 4 Vineyard q, running a Race J. All which 
Expreſſions ſuggeſt unto us that much is to be done, 
as well as many Things to be left undone, We 
mult therefore 2 all diligence ||, and labour to be 
fruitful, and abounding in the whrk of the Lord f. 

A faithful Miniſter will be ready to do good un- 
to all Men, to the utmoſt of his Power, ſpiritual 
and temporal Good. But eſpecially will he look 
upon his Pariſhioners, the Flock peculiarly conn 
mitted to his Charge, as ſtanding in a near and ten- 
der relation to him. He will confider himſelf as 
concerned in whatever befals any of them, and nct 
only be ready himſelf to ſupply their Neceſſities, 
but ſtir up others to do it alſo, In ſickneſs of the 
Body, and trouble of Mind, he will be at Hand, whe- 
ther called or not, rejoicing to be the means of com- 
fort and relief in either caſe, | 

Eſpecially will he ſtrive to be a Meſſenger of 
peace, and heal Diviſions, if any ariſe among his 
Flock, that they may not deſtroy brotherly love, hin- 
der their prayers, and ſo make all his other en- 
deavours, — all the Ordinances of God, and means 
of Grace vain and fruitleſs. 

To this end, it would probably be a very effec. 
tual Method, and make our Interpoſition more ac- 
ceptable, if we kept ourſelves as much as poſſible 
free from all party matters: Leaving Politicks to 
thoſe whoſe Buſineſs they are. Always, however, 
doing our utmoſt to,enforce obedience to the Pow+ 
ers that be, and praying for them, and a bleſſing 
upon their endeavours for the Welfare of Church 
and State, Which as it is our duty, fo I think, it 
malt be the delight of every grateful Mind under the 
mild Government of his preſent Majeſty. 

I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon the particulars of 
our Duty, but only beg leave to add a Word by 

C 3 5 Way 
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Way of Application. And here my Brethren, let 
me earneſtly preſs you to think of theſe Things ſeri- 
ouſly, for they are indeed of the utmoſt Importance. 
Our Life, the eternal Life of our Soul is here con- 
cerned. ; | 

Let us therefore try and examine ourſelves, Is 
this a true, tho' imperfect Draught of the paſtoral 
Charge? Are we all called to be, and do what is 
here deſcribed? And have we been faithful to our 
Fruſt ? What Account can we give to the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of Sculs\ of the Flock com. 
mitted to our Care. 

In what Manner came we prepared to the Mini- 
ſtry ? had we experienced in our own Souls that 
Power of Godlineſs + which we were to preach to 
others? Or were we ſtrangers to this Life of God * 
in the Soul, knowing no more of Chriltianity than 
the Form and Outſide, a regular Behaviour and de- 
cent Conduct? 

If ſo—This was indeed to come blind Leaders 
of the blind t, to teach what we knew not our- 
{elves. For as a Fountain can riſe no higher than 
its Source, ſo can a Miniſter heartily and effectually 
preach no more of Chriſt than he has experienc'd in 
his own Soul, 

And with what Views (let us not deceieve our- 
ſelves, for God is not mocked}) took we upon us 
this Miniſtration? Were they the ſame as led others 
to chuſe another Way of Life? Did we do it fer 
the ſake of a Maintenance? To qualify ourſelves 
to receive the Income of a Perſonage, or was our 
Motive an earneſt deſire to ſave immortal Souls, 
fully convinced that it was God's Will that we 
ſhould thus dedicate ourſelves to his Service ? 

Could we with Truth profeſs, we were perſuad- 
ed that we were moved by the Holy Gholt, to take 
upon us this Office and Miniſtration, without put- 

o ting 
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fing any forced Senſe upon the Words, different 
from their plain meaning * If not—this was indeed 
a ſad Beginning · How can we hope for any Succeſs 
in our Miniſtry, if we came into it by means of 
a ſolemn lye, confirmed by receiving the Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt * Which was in 
fact a ſolemn Ratification of the Truth of this, and 
our other Declarations. s 
If our Hearts condemn any of us in this, my bre- 
wren, let us not endeavour to evade or forget ſo 
great a Crime, Let us not hide our Iniguity in 
eur Boſom ||; but be deeply humbled before the 
Lord. Who knows but even this will be waſhed a- 
way in the Blood of the Lamb ? It doubtleſs will, 
if we draw unto him by Faith; and we now at 
laſt begin to bereally and properly the Miniſters of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Let us ſearch farther into our Hearts. Have we 
been faithful in the Diſcharge of the particular 
Duties of our Office? Have we done them not of 
Force nor of Neceſſity, but of a willing mind? 
Have we delighted in the work, and laboured abun- 
dantly in it? Not only becauſe we feared the Cen- 
ſure of Superiors, but having our Eyes towards 
him who ſent us into the Vineyard, and will ſhort- 
ly call us to an Account? Have we ſtrove not to 
pleaſe Men but God; hoping as a reward no tem- 
poral Advantage, but ah eternal Crown of Glory ? 
In a Word —Have we been inſtant in Sea/on, 
ont of Seaſon, preaching the Word, reproving, 
rebuking, exhorting, with all long 2 an d 
doctrine J. Shewing ourſelves 1 ge unto 
God as Workmen that need not be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth Þ ? 
For all this is required of us, as much as of them 
that firſt preached the Goſpel. We have the fame 
Work, the ſame Neceſſity lies upon us, and the 
fame reward or puniſhment awaits us. For * 
t 
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the Lord declares to the Prophet EF zekie/ is the 
Tenor of our Commiſſion, and therefore ought 
deeply to be laid to Heart. Sen of Man, I have 
made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of Iſrael, 
therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, and give 
them warning, from me. When ] ſay unto the 
wicked, thou ſhall ſurely die, and thou gi deſſ 
him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wick« 
ed from his wicked way to ſave his life, the 
fame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniguity, but 
his blood will I require at thy hand *. 

Above all things, let us ſtrive to ſhew ourſelves 
examples of what we preſs others to, Without 
this our preaching, and all our Endeavours will be 
in vain. When our Lives contradict our words, 
Men will be apt to ſuſpect, that we do not our- 
ſelves believe what we would perſuade them to: 
At leaſt that we are not convinced that the conſe- 
quences of an irreligious Life will be ſo terrible as 
we repreſent them. When our conduct is not 
ſuitable, they will conclude too that the Words 
we ſpeak are not our own; or if they come from 
the Head, that they have no Connection with the 
Heart. 

It is chiefly the bad lives and careleſs conduct cf 
Miniſters, that gives occaſion to the impious Reflec- 
tions, we hear ſo frequently made upon our holy 
Religion, Would you take away all pretence for 
ſuch prophaneneſs, ſhew Men by your own Ex- 
ample that Chriſtianity is ſomething more than an 
dutſide Appearance: that fills the Heart with a new 
* and thereby alters and directs the whole 
Lite. 

And indeed, I cannot ſee with what Face we can 
declare the awſul Truths of Cad, if they have not 
an influence upon our own Converſation. Muſt we 
not be aſhamed to tell Men that-Ged's wrath is re- 
vealed againſt ſuch crimeg as we ourſelves are guilty 
of? To reckon up thoſe that ſhall be baniſhed from 


tho 
Fel. vi. 18. 


the preſence of God for ever, when our own 
Name is in the Liſt ? How can we preſs our Hearers 
to the Duties of Mortiſication and Self-denial, if we 
ourſelves are apparently ſenſual; fond of the De- 
lights and Delicacies, running with eager Hearts 
into the Vanities and Amuſements of the Age? How 
can we exhort them to have their Converſation in 
Heaven + if our own Hearts are buried in the Earth? 
Or encourage them to pre/5 towards the Mark e 
the prize of their rer Calling in Chriſi Jeſus “, 
if we ourſelves are lifeleſs and Slaves to floth ? 

If there is ſuch a manifeſt difference between 
what we Jay and do, all Men will cry out PA ſi- 
cian heal thy ſelf f. Our Words whey xp for no- 
thing. Tho' our Preaching be never fo true, our 
Hearers will conſider us only as ating a Part; 
doing what we are obliged to by Profeſſion. And 
as they ſee us thus ſatisfied with barely ſpeaking, 
this will tempt them to be as content with barely 
hearing. 

But oh ! how greatly will this increaſe our Con- 
demnation, when at the great Day thoſe that were 
committed to our Care ſhall charge the loſs of their 
Souls upon our cruel neglect? When the Lord Je. 
fus ſhall require thoſe Souls at our Hands, whom he 
bought wits his own Blood J, unto whom, inſtead 
of Miniſters of Chriſt, we became Factor, for Sa- 
tan. Surely ſuch Shepherds will be made to drink 
the very Dregs of the Cup of God's Wrath; which 
ought greatly to alarm our Fears at the ſame, that 
our Hopes ſhall be quickned by that bleſſed Promiſe, 
They that turn many to Righteouſneſ, ſhall ſhine 
ai the Stars for ever and ever \. 

I cannot conclude without a Word to the reſt of 
this Congregation. 
You have heard the particulars of the miniſterial 


Office: You have ſeen its exceeding great difficulty 
and 
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and danger, it lies 5 you therefore not to weak. 
r 


en our hands, but 


engthen them, nut to diſcou- 


rage, but aſſiſt us in the important Work. And in 
. order thereto, both by our Example and Authori. 
ty, inforce the Practice of theſe things which we 


preach and perſuade. 


Some of you are particularly obliged to this: 
Churchwardens and Sideſmen are to watch over 
their Pariſhioners, and the Oath of God is upon them: 
So that they. cannot withont incurring the horrid 
Sin of wilful perjury, neglect to preſent the open]y 
irregular and obnoxious, that they may be proper: 
ly puniſhed, and it obſtinate, ſeparated from the 


Flock, leſt they ſhould infect the reſt. 


And indeed the Salvation of Souls does not be- 
long to Niniſters only. All Chriſtians are obliged 
in their Station to endeavour to promote this great 

End. Hou knoweſt thou, O wife, but thou ſhalt 
ſave thy Husb and © How knoweſl thou, O Husband, 
but thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife + * How knowelt 
thou, O Siſter, but thou ſhalt ſave thy Brother? 4 
Word in Seaſon to a Friend or Acquaintance, joined 
to a ſweet obliging, exemplary Behaviour, may by 


God's Bleſſing, make a great Impreſſion. 


But if you will not help us, at leaſt do not hin- 


der us : Would you have us good Shepherds, be 


yourſelves good Sheep. Not crooked and perverſe, 


goo 


but gone and compliable. Do not diſappoint our 
Attempts, by ſecretly traducing, or openly op- 


poling us therein. When you ſlander a Miniſter, 


you are not only guilty of evil ſpeaking, but you 
. leſſen his Ability to promote the Work to which be 
is called. Indeed if we have great repeated Vices, 
we deſire not to have them concealed nor excuſed, 
but if we have Inſirmities, ſhew your Chriſtian 
Charity by covering them, or by gentle Admonition, 


and we promile to thank you for your love. 


+ 1 Cor. vii. 16. 
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Above all, deny us not the Aſſiſtance of your 
prayers Theſe when fervent and effectual, and a- 
riſing from a religious Soul avail much “. Pray 
therefore for us, and Bleſſing on our Work, Join 
Heart in Hand with us in diſcouraging every evil 
Work, and promoting the ſaving Knowledge of the 
only true Cod, and Jeſus Chriſi whom he hath 
ſent I. And then we need not doubt but he that 
oweth, and he that reapeth, ſhall rejoice in ever- 
laſting Glory f. Amen. 


* Tames v. 16. Þ John xvii . 3. John iv. 36. 
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